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Dear Nativity, 

 
He is Risen!!!!! The Lord is Risen 

Alleluia 
 

        It is Monday morning, the “day after” and the church office is closed.  For most people the 
company has gone home.  The Easter egg hunts are over.  Many are back to work. Some are back 
to school and some are on spring break.  Saturday and Sunday were two days filled with excite-
ment and joy as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We heard again the story 
of Mary Magdalene and the other disciples as they discovered Jesus was not in the tomb on that 
first Easter morning.  They were all surprised that his body was not there…..and finally Mary en-
counters Jesus, living, breathing and talking to her and she suddenly recognized Him as he called 
out her name “Mary.”  And then she runs back to tell the others “I have seen the Lord.” 
 
      As I awoke this morning I couldn’t help but wonder what Mary and the disciples did on that 
first “day after.” We don’t really know from scripture what they did on that first Monday morning.  
Did they go and tell others about the encounter? Did they sleep thru the day from pure exhaustion 
of the events that took place from Thursday thru Sunday? Was it back to work as usual? What did 
those disciples do after their “circuits had been fried” and their lives had been rearranged by see-
ing their Lord alive again? 

      I don’t know what they did.  Maybe they went home and rested as they tried to gather it all in. 
Maybe they went and told all their friends.  Maybe they stayed together and had great celebrations 
of joy.  Phil Ware wrote “I’m not sure of much of anything except that at the beginning of Monday 
evening (remember, in Jewish time, the day begins at sunset), they shared in the celebration with 
the disciples from Emmaus (see Luke 24).  But what happened next?  Did they go fishing?  Did 
they go home?  Did they sleep and let the Lord refresh them with rest, joy, and dreams of the fu-
ture?  We don’t know what they did the day after Easter other than that their lives were never the 
same... and that their timid and fearful spirits became bold and courageous... and that their un-
faithfulness was forgiven... and that they were called to ministry... that this event became as much 
a part of them as their skin... and that they would never be the same.” 

      To most folks, today will seem just like any other day.  But if we allow it to happen, if we pray 
for it to be real, today can be the beginning of a new awakening.  We can go about our routine and 
still stay out of the rut because we know our lives have been forever redirected by heaven’s power 
and Jesus’ abiding presence. 

     The power of the resurrection is not only what happens after death, but what the knowledge of 
our resurrection does for our lives and ministries before death.  As Mary did on that first Easter 
morning….Go and tell ….Our Lord is Alive. 

 

In Christ's Love, 

Rev. Mary+ 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 

NATIVITY 

 The Herald 
1151 SW Del Rio Blvd. 

Port Saint Lucie, FL   34953 

(772) 343-0401 



 

 
 The Herald    May 2011 Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship 

  7:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I  

  9:00 am Contemporary Eucharist 

  9:00 am Adult Sunday School 

10:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Noah’s Corner Nursery 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist  Rite II  

12:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday Worship 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  5:30 pm Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  6:15 pm Supper 

  7:00 pm Study—Book of Revelation 

Nativity Staff 

     The Rev. Mary A. Rosendahl, Rector 

 The Rt. Rev. John L. Said 

  Bishop in Residence 

The Rev. Robert G. Brandt 

Assistant Clergy 

    The Rev. Kenrick Lewis 

    Assistant Clergy 

  The Rev. John W. Jasper 

Deacon 

 
   Mrs. Carol Armstrong, Church Administrator 

  Mrs. Joyce Dance, Church Bookkeeper 

Phillip & Katrina Boyd 

Librarians 

      Mr. Jim van Voorheis 

     Minister of Music 

Mrs. Betsy Smith 

Newsletter Editor 

     Ms. Lena Figueroa 

     Nursery Attendant 

Mr. Elwood Dance 

Treasurer & Webmaster 

 
   Mr. Terry Garman, Sr. Warden 

  Ms. Mary Mosley &  

Mr. Melvin Flournoy, Co-Jr. Wardens 
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  Happy Birthday! 
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Happy Anniversary! 

Elaine & Greg Clem 5/1 

Wendy & Tony Garcia 5/2 

Grace & Waldwin Crawford 5/5 

Richard & Joyce Munroe 5/17 

Rhoda & William Jenkins 5/19 

Liz & Carlos Pino 5/23 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

                             

Gevard Burns   5/2 

Margaret Lewis  5/2 

Arline Jagger   5/5 

Agustin Rodriguez  5/5 

Sonia Gilbert   5/6 

Norma Opgrand  5/6 

Greg Clem   5/8 

Lolita Howard  5/8 

Anthony Jarski  5/9 

Mortimer Bailey  5/10 

Logan Roxbourne  5/10 

Priscilla Weinstein  5/10 

Frank Wood   5/10 

William Jennings  5/14 

Eliza Gilbert   5/18 

Marcel Hosein  5/18  

Mario Scubla   5/18 

Paula Hosein   5/19 

June Lindsay   5/19 

Mary Rosendahl  5/19 

Angela Swanchak  5/20 

Stanley Abrahams  5/21 

Christopher Jolly  5/22 

Kenneth O’Connor  5/22 

Joan Smithler  5/28 

Richard Sprague  5/28 

Ken Smith   5/31 

 

 

 

We give thanks for the lives of: 

Barbara Sweeting; Eileen Genus; Annette St. Cyr; 

Joyce Murray; The Rev. Winston Golbourne 

 

Condolences may be sent to: 

 

Alvarez Flournoy (Cousin of Barbara Sweeting) 

892 SW Grand Reserve Blvd. 

Port St. Lucie, FL   34986 

  

Mr. Garnet Ellis (Son of Eileen Genus) 

698 SW Hillsboro Circle 

Port ST. Lucie, FL   34983 

 

Cheryl Davis (Niece of Annette St. Cyr) 

1020 SW Whittier Terrace 

Port St. Lucie, FL   34953 

 

Carol & Victor Cyrus (Daughter of Joyce Murray) 

5791 NW Eskimo Circle 

Port St. Lucie, FL    34986 

 

Lorna & Paul Chang                 (Sister of The Rev.  

4413 SW Gagnon Road            Winston Golbourne) 

Port St. Lucie, FL   34953 
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The Men of the Nativity 

 May 6, 2011, 6:00PM.  Dinner catered by our own Thelma Castro.  Guest speaker is Mark Tomasik, 

Editor of Treasure Coast Newspapers.  Subject is "Why Local News/Information Is Alive And Well."  

Tickets are available from Terry Garman, Larry Jennings, Deacon John Jasper, David Landry or Bill 

Jenkins.   A donation of $11.00 will be appreciated.  Bring your spouses, friends and neighbors for a fun 

and informative evening. 

Terry Garman 

THE ORDER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

The Order of the Daughters of the King will meet on Tuesday, May 3, 2011. 

The meeting will begin with Compline at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

FREE CLASS ON EXCEL 

 

The Nativity Learning Center is offering a free class on Excel spreadsheet in Wolfe Hall. The content 

will be suited for experienced and non-experienced Excel users. Spreadsheets are useful for everyday 

life including domestic projects like recipes, address lists and check book balancing. It is also useful 

for accountants, engineers, managers and schedulers.  If you don’t say “wow” after taking the course, 

I’ll buy you a cupcake. 

These 6 classes are primarily scheduled at 6:00 PM on Thursdays with one Tuesday: May 5, 12, 19, 

26, 31 and June 9. You must bring a computer with Excel already loaded and a mind-set of curiosity. 

Come early to set up by 6:00 PM. Guests are welcome to attend but they must register either directly or 

through a member. 

Larry Jennings 

Who is that Masked Man? 

 

     You’ve seen him in Church, in the hallway and around the “campus,” the tall bald guy with the full 

beard.  But who is this “new” priest?  The Rev. Robert Brandt comes to us from the Diocese of Long 

Island. He was ordained a Deacon and a Priest in 1976 by Bishop Jonathan Sherman.  He has served the 

Church as a University Chaplain; Assistant Priest; member of a Religious Order’s Third Order and as 

the Vicar/Priest in charge of two parishes.  He has been actively involved with Cursillo and Tres Dias in 

five Dioceses;  Alpha;  The Episcopal Renewal Ministries;  The Order of St. Luke the Physician and 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew.  For much of his ministry he was a “tent maker” priest working also as 

a University and High School teacher.  Bob has wide and varied academic interests having degrees in 

the Natural and Social Sciences, in the Humanities and the Arts. He has also been fortunate to study not 

only in the United States but abroad where he studied in the old Soviet Union, Germany, Italy, Israel, 

India and in post Soviet Russia. His principal ministry is teaching the Holy Scriptures. 

     Fr. Bob and his wife, Phyllis, reside in Port St. Lucie.  
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www.nativitypsl.com 
To keep up with the latest on a daily or weekly basis be sure to check our website. 

The website has the weekly sermon posted for the shut-ins (or someone who could 

not attend services). 

Also, any committee that is running a function should send a copy of their flyer, 

or announcement of an upcoming event to Elwood Dance at 

edance30@comcast.net so he can put it on the website. 

EXPERIENCE THE ARTS 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
All teens between the ages of 13 to 19, are welcome to come and have some fun.  

Explore different art techniques. Enjoy drawing and painting using various art  

mediums,  

No art talent required; Classes are totally free; however there may be some minimal 

cost depending on what mediums are selected. 

Instruction will be given by Tony Figueroa. Mr. Figueroa has a Bachelor of Fine 

Arts degree from one of the finest art schools in the world,” Pratt Institute.”  He has 

won scholarships from Sacks NY and The Museum of Modem Art. He’s been in the  

related art fields for over 25 years. 

                          

Please come and join us. We guarantee you will learn and have fun in the process. 

Classes will be the 1st and 3rd Friday each month, from 7:00 to 9:00 

 

For more information contact Tony Figueroa at (772) 344-6050 

Call to Study 

 

     Beginning on Wednesday, May the 4th at 7:00 p.m. in Wolfe Hall you are invited to attend a study 

of the last book of the New Testament canon, The Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ to his ser-

vants…. The title comes from the English translation of the Koine Greek work apokalupsis, meaning 

in part the lifting of the veil.  NO experience in Bible Study is necessary.  This is a study for all Chris-

tians.  Come and try it out. Invite your friends and they don’t have to go to Nativity or any Church.  

Bring with you: 

(1) a Bible if you have one, if not, one will be available for you. 

(2) a notebook or note paper.   

(3) several pens or pencils (they run out or brake at the worst time). 

(4) and especially an open and questioning mind.  

 

The Rev. Bob Brandt 



 

 

 Dinner Dance—Friday, May 20th, 2011   

Save the date and lets have some true Christian fellowship with 

our brothers and sisters. 

Tickets are $20.00 and can be obtained from: 

       Viviene Bennett 772-237-4723 

       Jean Abrahams 772-871-9416 

       Claudette Pinnock-Scott 772-340-2560 

       Vasco Coombs 772-807-5694 

       Mary Justice 772-871-9383 

       Carol Cyrus 772-879-4103 

       Look forward to seeing you on May 20. 

  The Herald  May, 2011 Page 6 

 

 

Social Committee 

 

 

 

Please save date Sat. May 14th.  We will be having our annual Nativity Family Picnic.  

Where: River Park Marina, Prima Vista Blvd., PSL 

Time:12:00-3:30 pm.  

Come join us and share great food, fun and fellowship. There is a sign-up board in The Nar-

thex.  Let’s see if we can break last year attendance record.  Bring your game table, cards, 

dominos, and don’t forget your lawn chairs. 

 

Peace Always, 

Sharlene Figueroa and Social Committee 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

Maintaining the appearance of the church's landscape as well as the Memorial Garden is an 

ongoing process.  We need volunteers who are willing to assist with weeding, pruning, and 

planting on a regular basis.  If you are interested in participating in this much needed minis-

try, please call or e-mail Mary Mosley, Co-Junior Warden as follows:  Home phone - 343-

0193; cell phone - 370-3498; or e-mail mosleymlm48@bellsouth.net.  Thanks to those of you 

who have assisted in the past - hopefully, more volunteers will make the mission a bit easier. 

Mary Mosley 
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Camp Wingmann 

 

 

 

 

The summer camp program is excellent and is growing yearly in popularity 
and attendance. Our camper/staff ratio is quite low and safety is always 
emphasized. Having fun is a priority and campers enjoy many activities 
such as all kinds of sports, silly games, arts and crafts, and swimming or 
kayaking in beautiful Trout Lake. In addition, there is also a ropes course to 
challenge the campersõ middle school and older. The cabins and the Lodge 
are air conditioned and have comfortable bunk beds. In the dining hall, the 
kids are treated to the best camp food anywhere! It is wholesome, delicious 
and with plenty of seconds for growing bodies. 
 
We encourage campers to get plenty of exercise, to eat right, and get 
enough sleep at night. But that is not all. Their spiritual side is also of pri-
mary importance, so we encourage campers to grow in their faith in God. 
To that end, every day time is set aside for biblical teaching, singing lots of 
fun contemporary Christian songs and chapel services. Through it all by 
word and example, the staff of Camp Wingmann encourages kids to love 
the Lord Jesus and serve Him all their lives. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Clem or Rev. Mary 
 
 

Camp Wingmann 

 

2011 Summer Schedule 

 

Camp St. Mark: June 12-17 

Senior High Age Campers entering grades 9-12 

 

Camp St. Barnabas: June 19-24 

Middle School Campers entering grades 6-8 

 

Camp Trinity: June 26-July 1 

Elementary Age Campers entering grades 3-5 

 

Camp St. Peter: July 10-15 

Senior High School Age Campers entering grades 9-12 

 

Camp St. Francis: July 17-22 

Middle School Age Campers entering grades 6-8 

 

Camp St. Mary: July 24-29 

Elementary Age Campers entering grades 3-5 

 

Parent & Child Camp: August 5-7  
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NATIVITY OUTREACH MINISTRY 

 

Thank You 

 
   To Everyone that Donated Goods and helped with the Packing and Delivery of Easter 

Food Baskets. Easter Food Baskets were delivered to 27 Families.   

  To Everyone that helped make the Rummage Sale a Huge Success! 

 

Mary Justice 
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The Great Vigil of Easter 

 

The first Great Vigil of Easter in the history of the Church of the Nativity was celebrated on Saturday, April 

23rd.    If you are not familiar with this service it is a service held in many Christian churches as the first official 

celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus. Historically it is during this service that people are baptized and the 
adult catechumens are received into full communion with the church.   In the Anglican and Roman Catholic 

Church the Easter Vigil is the most important Mass of the liturgical year. 

 

Because this was to be the first Easter Vigil, I was not sure how many people would show up! Much to my great 

surprise we had 75 people in attendance for this service. We had the great fortune of having Bishop Said with 

us to confirm 5 and receive one into the Episcopal Church. Along with the confirmations we also had one bap-

tism, Preston William Sollenberger, nephew of Betsy Smith (our newsletter editor). 

 

The service traditionally begins in the dark with the lighting of the “new fire” and ends up in the light.  We were 

very blessed this year to have with us Susan Callahan who was the Cantor for the Exultant. She and Carolyn 
Weitkamp sang an offertory anthem accompanied by the choir. The night was filled with much joy and excite-

ment. 

 

This was the beginning of hopefully a long and joyful tradition of Nativity.  Most churches are not fortunate 

enough to have the bishop on Easter and most bishops are not fortunate to have known and taught the confir-

mands who she/he confirms.  Bishop Said reminded us of this in his sermon at the Vigil. Because he and I 

taught the confirmation classes he was able to get to know the candidates and they got to know him, which 

made the night even more special. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the planning and preparation for this service and thanks to everyone who 
attended. I am already looking forward to our next Easter Vigil….. 

 

Rev. Mary+ 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED  

 

Do you like meeting new people?  Do you consider yourself an outgoing person?  Do you have an hour 

or so to visit the newcomer’s to our church, every 2 weeks or so?   If you answered yes to any of these 

questions, the Welcome Newcomer’s Committee needs you. This is a very vital ministry to the Church 

of the Nativity!  We are a friendly church, and need to extend the hands of friendship to our visitors.  

They too, will want to continue worshipping at our church.   

Please consider volunteering your time & talents to this is a very vital ministry.  Call Joyce Dance 772-

708-6603, or the parish administrator Carol Armstrong 772-343-0401 and leave your name, telephone 

number, and best time to contact you. 

 

I look forward to working with you, 

Joyce Dance 

Ken and I would like to thank the Nativity family for making us feel so welcomed. We also want to thank 

you for the birthday cards and anniversary cards sent to our home. It means so much to us.  The best part of 

our move to Florida has been finding The Church of the Nativity. 

 

As your newsletter editor; I want to thank you for your patience.  Each month I learn something new. I am 

looking forward to working with previous editors very soon to help me learn more about publisher. I am 

very humbled and honored to help get the news to all of you in the monthly Herald. 

 

God Bless you all, 

Ken and Betsy Smith 
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Men of the Nativity Dinner 

Friday, May 6th @ 6:00pm 

 

 

Nativity Family Picnic 

River Park Marina, PSL 

Saturday, May 14th  

12:00pmð3:30pm 

 

 

Second Annual Nativity  

Dinner Dance 

Friday, May 20th @ 7:00PM 

 

 

 

 

AREA HAPPENINGS 

 

Thursday, May 5 @ 7:00PM 

National Day of Prayer 
Methodist Church 

260 SW Prima Vista Blvd., PSL 

(772) 878-1155 

 

 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
295 NW Prima Vista Blvd., PSL 

Saturday, May 14 @ 5PM 

Praise Band & Family Fun Day 

 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 8 

HAPPY MOTHER’s DAY 

 

 

 

May 6th thru June 9th 

Free Class on EXCEL@ 6PM in 

Wolfe Hall 

 

 

 

 

1st and 3rd Friday of each 

month 

Experience The Arts 

(Teens 13thru 19) 

Upcoming Events 
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