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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

SALT, LIGHT AND US 

Recently, I have read or heard three things which seem very interconnected and which to me, speak 

loudly about the Spirit and mission - specifically, the environment in which we live. Firstly, I have 

been reading Simply Christian  by N. T. Wright. He says, (the Bible ) is after all a love 

story...a love in which we are invited to take part. It is, in that sense like a novel in which, though the 

scene is set, the plot well developed, and the ending planned and in sight, there is still some way to 

go, and we are invited to become living, participating, intelligent, and decision-making characters 

within the story as it moves toward its destination.  Later, when talking about the church and com-

munity, he goes on to say that the church exists primarily for two reasons: to worship God and to 

work for His kingdom in the world. Then, The Church also exists for a third purpose, which serves 

the other two: to encourage one another, to build one another up in faith to pray with and for an-

other, to learn from one another and teach one an-

other, and set one another examples to follow, 

challenges to take up, and urgent tasks to perform. 

This is all part of what is know loosely as fellow-

ship. Referred to in the Bible as (shared experi-

ence ) .  The second piece comes from a recent 

sermon by Rich Webster. Rich began by talking 

about the Beatitudes. Jesus tell us that we will be 

blessed          ( c ontinued on page 4)  
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Dear Nativity, 

 

Itôs September and for many, summer has come to an end. The weather has 

been hot but we have finally received some much-needed rain.  Although we 

are technically in the ñsummer season,ò when September rolls around I start to 

think about the fall, perhaps wishful thinking!  

 

Even though summer is supposed to be a slow time of the year for the church we have had many 

activities to keep us busy. We had the blood mobile visit us, our Wednesday Night dinner and teach-

ing continued throughout summer, we had a newcomers dinner, many vacationing visitors on Sun-

days, a wedding, first communion classes, adult Sunday school, introduction of the Stained Glass 

Window project, children off to Camp Wingmann, new youth ministers, and of course a week of Va-

cation Bible School.  Itôs been an active summer here at Nativity.    

 

People are returning from vacation, soon our dear winter people will return and the pews in our 

church will be full on Sundays.  On most Sundays our 10:30 service will be filled to capacity, and the 

7:30 and 9am services continue to grow.  Our Sunday school attendance is on the rise and we lack 

space for our youth to meet.  As a church, on one hand this is a blessing, on the other hand it poses 

a problem. Something for us to think about and of course something to keep in our prayers.    

 

God continues to bless Nativity and the ministries that we offer. As we enter into this new season I 

ask your prayers for the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds to seek Godôs will for the life of Na-

tivity.  

 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you so to guide 

and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget 

you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

(A collect for guidance from the Book of Common Prayer, Pg. 100)  

 

In Christôs Love, 

 

 

Rev. Mary+ 
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 From the Senior Warden  
 

The purpose of this message is to keep you advised of issues facing Nativity 
and to ask you to think and pray about what you feel is, or is not, necessary to 

maintain the vibrant and spiritual  atmosphere of Nativity.   

For the past two months the vestry has had brainstorming sessions to discuss 
the future of Nativity.  Nativity has been growing and weôre now at the point 

where we (Nativity parishioners) need to consider how we can accommodate this growth.  If we de-
cided on a ñwish list,ò it may include the following: 

Larger church 

Separate room for teens 

More Sunday school classrooms 

Of course, any changes that may occur would not be done just to have a larger facility but to in-
crease our ministry as Workers of the Lord .  The wishes of the parishioners will determine the fu-
ture of Nativity.  This information gathering process will take time.  The first parish meeting will be 
held in October, the exact date has not yet been determined.  We anticipate other meetings to fol-
low.  The most important aspect of all this is that the comments from the parishioners will determine 
our direction.  This will be a parish decision, not a vestry decision.   

In summary, we have two assignments:  (1) consider the future of Nativity and, most importantly, (2) 
pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us through this very important time in the life of Nativity.   

 

Terry Garman 

 

 

School Supplies Drive  
 

We had an extremely successful school supplies 
drive this summer and collected more than three 
boxes.  The supplies were delivered to Garden 
City Early Learning Academy on Tuesday, Au-
gust 23.  Thank you so much to everyone who 
donated!  We sincerely appreciate your generos-
ity. 
 

Elaine & Greg Clem  

 

First Communion Classes  

First Communion Classes finished up on Sun-
day, August 21.  Please join us in congratulating 
the following participants: 
 
 Jackson Bearor 
 Kailey Leininger 
 Erika Davis  
 John Mosley 
 Maurice Davis 
 Kirsha Wallace 
 Isabella Garman 
 Kristine Wallace 
 Joshua Hosein    
 Kymani Wallace 
 Shah Hosein    

 Cayla Weakland  
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(continued from front page) (also translated as happy )  even when we morn, when we are poor, 

when we are meek; and also, when we are merciful, and so forth. God wants us to be happy , Rich 

says. But, He also wants us to be different. He wants us to be something He calls  salt and light.

As a nation, as a people , We need someone to be both salt and light, and it starts right here, with 

each of us. This is our calling. We can be healers, you and me. We can listen , we can give, we can 

respect the dignity of each other. We can love and understand and be patient together. We can pray 

and we can laugh and we can learn, and be God s people together. In Jesus own name we can 

add flavor to this world, and when people see us they know that God is real.  We can be salt and 

light, and we can be different. We can be salt and light, and be deep down happy. Third and last is a 

wonderful prayer which Chris Girata shared with me. Life is short and we do not have much time 

to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us. 

So be swift to love , and make haste to be kind. And may the blessing of the one who made us and 

who loves us and who travels with us be upon you and those you love dearly this day and always in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

To me, there is no comment which can add to the beauty or meaning of these three pieces. They 

are however, a reminder of our calling as members of  a community. We ARE to be salt and light. 

And when we are not able, (let s be honest ), others around us will lift us up and be SALT and 

LIGHT to us. That s how it works, this love story. God Bless 

      John Paul Mussleman, Submitted by Vasco Coombs 

            FROM THE EDITOR 

 As you should be aware by now, I have recently completed Episcopal Men s 

Cursillo # 88 in the Diocese of Southeast Florida, at the Duncan Conference and 

Retreat Center in Delray Beach as the Rector of the weekend. The day before it 

started our loving priest broke some sad news to me, that she was once again looking for someone 

to take over the Newsletter. The words out of my mouth were, w e would talk.  On Monday July 

18th, I dropped by the church to deliver a gift I gave ever member of the Team as well as the pil-

grims /candidates to  our priest. The theme for the weekend was, Come onto me ye  who are  
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Weary and overburdened and I will give you rest. )  Matthew 11:28. With the theme song of 

Search me O Lord  (Psalm 139:23-24. )  See words and weekend logo below: 

 Search me, O God, and know my heart today, Try me, O Savior, know my 

thoughts, I pray; See if there be some wicked way in me; Cleanse me 

from every sin, and set me free. I praise Thee Lord, for cleansing me from 

sin; Fulfill Thy Word and make me pure with-in; Fill me with fire where 

once I burned with shame; Grant my desire to magnify Thy name. Lord, take 

my life, and make it wholly Thine; Fill my poor heart with Thy great love de-

vine; Take all my will, my passion, self and pride; I now surrender, Lord, in 

me abide. O Holy Ghost, revival comes from Thee; Send a revival start 

the work in me; Thy Word declares Thou wilt supply our need; For blessings now, O Lord, I humbly 

plead.  

Now within those words and song, tell it all. I accepted this once more as a ministry, and not a job. 

Sincerely hope with God s help and love I will fulfill this task. God Bless. 

           Vasco A. Coombs 

 

          A  Prayer to Guide our Search  

   For a New Bishop  

             Taken From The Diocesan Website  

 

Be with us and guide us, Holy Spirit of God, as we seek 

your will for the future of the Diocese. Help us to discern  

the needs of our people in Central Florida, so that our 

search for a Bishop may proceed with clear vision and joy                             

ful obedience. We pray through our Lord Savior Jesus Christ.             

        Amen. 
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VESTRY 

The Rev. Mary Rosendahl, Rector 

 

Mr. Terry Garman, Sr. Warden 

 

Ms. Mary Mosley & Melvin Flournoy, 

Co-Jr. Wardens 
 

 

Viviene Bennett 

 

Wendy Chadbourne 

 

Elaine Clem 

 

Waldwin Crawford 

 

Elwood Dance 

 

Greg Gilbert 

 

Judy Hammatt 

 

David Landry 

 

Barbara Zebosky 

 

                        ñThe Joke Cornerò  

                              Letters to the Pastor   

 

Dear Pastor, Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy 

all week. I am Peter Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. Age 9, Phoenix  

        

Dear Pastor, My father should be a minister. Every day he gives us a sermon about 

something. Robert Anderson, age 11  

Dear Pastor, I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give me a raise in my allow-

ance. Could you have a sermon about a raise in my allowance? Love, Patty. Age 10, New Haven   

Dear Pastor, I hope to go to heaven someday but later than sooner. Love, Ellen. Age 9, Athens   

Dear Pastor, Who does God pray to? Is there a God for God? Sincerely, Christopher. Age 9, Titusville   

 Donôt Know the Source 

Itôs Simply Titled: 

A Four Fold Franciscan Blessing 

May God bless you with discomfort and easy 
answers, half truths, and superficial relation-
ships, so that you live deep within your heart. 

Amen.  

May God bless you with anger at injustice, op-
pression, and exploitation of people, so that 

you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

Amen.  

May God bless you with tears to shed for 
those who suffer from pain, rejection, starva-
tion and war, so that you may reach out your 
hand to comfort them and to turn their pain 

into joy.  

Amen . 

May God bless you with just enough foolish-
ness to believe that you can make a differ-
ence in this world, so that you can do what 

others claim cannot be done. Amen . 

And may the Blessing of  God Almighty, Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit be will you all. 

          Amen  
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     THE MEDITATION CORNER 
       THE AUTHOR CALLS IT  
                     GRACE FOR THE MOMENT    
   

 Rejoice and be glad, because you have a great reward  

                  Waiting for you in heaven. Matthew 5:12  

 

In the Sermon on the mount,é...what Jesus promises is not 

a gimmick to give you goose bumps nor a mental attitude 

that has to be pumped up at pep rallies. No , Matthew (5) describes Godôs radical re-

construction of the heart. 

 Observe the sequence. First, we recognize we are in need (weôre poor in spirit). 

Next, we repent of our self-sufficiency (we morn). We quit calling the shots and sur-

render control to God (weôre meek). So grateful are we for his presence that we yearn 

for more of him (we hunger and thirst). As we grow closer to him, we become more 

like him. We forgive others (weôre merciful). We change our outlook (weôre pure in 

heart). We love others (weôre peacemakers). We endure injustice (weôre persecuted). 

 Itôs no casual shift of attitude. It is a demolition of the old structure and a crea-

tion of the new. The more radical the change, the greater the joy. And itôs worth every 

effort, for this is the joy of God.   
                                                       The Applause of Heaven  

                 Max Lucado                  Submitted by Vasco Coombs  

 

 As we come to the last quarter of the year with the vacation season now at an 

end, we are half way through the season of Pentecost, and on November 

20th, 2011 perhaps you may be saying where has the year gone. Well my fel-

low brothers and sisters in Christ, that day will be your last Sunday in Pente-

cost with ñThanksgivingò around the corner and the season of Advent upon us. 

With that said, now may be just a good time to ask the question. Were you a 

good Steward to the building up of Christôs Body within your environment and 

the world?  In a few short weeks our loving priest will once again be on a subject that may not be as 

dear to her heart as the ñLady at the wellò in St. Lukeôs gospel, but let me leave you with this. What 

is tithing?  The biblical standard for giving is the ñTitheò or ten percent (10%), and the Episcopal 

Church upholds this standard as the basis for Christian giving. The Bibleôs understanding of tithing 

makes a connection between giving in this manner and receiving Godôs blessing. Bring the full 

tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, 

says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 

for you an overflowing blessing. (Malachi 3:10)   

 

     Vasco A. Coombs 

   

 

 



ATTENTION CURSILLISTAS OF NATIVITY  

 The Diocese of Central Florida last Cursillo weekend for the year will be COED 

#113. It will be held October 6-9th, at the Canterbury Retreat and Conference 

Center in Oviedo. The Rectora is Nancy Gordon and the ñTeamò is about formed. 

Here is a wonderful opportunity to sponsor perhaps a sister or a brother from the 

parish or another parish within the diocese. Remember that a COED is for men / 

women. Application forms can be obtained at http://www.cfepiscopalcursillo.org, but please speak 

with Rev. Mary or the priest of the pilgrims / candidate home parish first, before approaching any pil-

grims. The picture to the left is the logo for the weekend in October. See website for more informa-

tion, including the weekend cost and ñPalancaò opportunities. 

Questions: What is Cursillo? 

Answer: Cursillo is a movement of the Church. Its purpose is to help those in the church understand 

their individual callings to be Christian leaders. The leadership may be exercised in work situations, 

in the family and in social life, in leisure activities, and within the Church environment. Leadership, in 

Cursillo, does not mean power over others, but influence on others; all of us need to be aware that 

we can exert a positive influence on those around us. 
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Dear Nativity Family, 

Welcome to a new year of Youth Group! We are thrilled to 
be joining the staff at Nativity as the new youth ministers! 
Within the past year we have experienced the wonderful 
hospitality and excitement here at Nativity. It is such a joy to 
be part of this family. We love serving ñThe Lordò and seeing 
the way that God works in people's lives. We are especially 
passionate about working with families and young people. 
We are so excited about the things that we have planned for the youth group this year. We are al-
ready working on ideas for several events in the community and here at Nativity for the youth. Our 
first meeting was on August 12 and we had a great time! Beginning on August 16 we will be meeting 
every Tuesday @ 6:30 pm. During the coming weeks, please let us know if you have any ideas, 
suggestions or if you just want to brainstorm, talk or pray together. Please pray for this ministry and 
all of the teens this year. Please note ñNight of Joyò is in place for September 10th, 2011.God Bless. 

 Phillip & Katrina 
772-678-2086 
nativityteens@yahoo.com 

       COED # 113 

  

mailto:nativityteens@yahoo.com
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 The Order of the Daughters of the King will meet on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 6th, 2011 at 6:30PM The Rev. Mary Rosendahl will celebrate the Holy 

Eucharist and install new officers in the sanctuary. A regular meeting will be 

held after the service in ñWolfe Hall.ò 

 Daughters of the King will attend the Diocesan Fall Assembly on Saturday, 

September 10th, 2011. It will be held at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Lake 

Placid, Florida. 

   The Daughters of the King is a religious Order whose mission is the extension of Christôs Kingdom 

through Prayer, Service and Evangelism.  

 

Stained glass windows   
 

Soon after introducing this exciting project to the parish 9 of the 12 windows 
were chosen by the parishioners to give in memory or thanksgiving of their 
families. The last large window, the single king, has been made available to 
anyone who would like to donate money towards its completion. Although the 
plaque for that one will read ñIn Thanksgiving for the Church of the Nativity, a 
list of donors and their dedication will be keep for historical purposes.   
 
If you are interested in donating to this project please write a check and in 

the memo line write ñstained glass windowò or if you give cash please put in an envelope with your name and 
note ñStained glass windowò.  
 
Paul Pickel Studioôs are working on the windows and we are hoping they will be installed close to Christ-
masé  
 
There has been a tremendous response to this project and we are grateful for all for your participation and 
prayers. Once the windows are all installed we will have a have a blessing/ dedication service.  
                                                                                                                                                         

 Rev. Mary + 

                                         

                         

 

 http://www.nativitypsl.com  

Our Website  

To keep up with the latest on a daily, weekly or 

monthly basis, please be sure to visit  our web-

site. The website has the weekly sermon 

posted for the shut-ins (or someone who could 

not attend services). 

Also, any organization that is running a func-

tion should, send a copy of their flyer or an-

nouncement of the upcoming event to Elwood Dance at edance30@comcast.net so it he can put it 

on the website.  Thanks in advance for your attention going forward. 

Check it out soon  

 
http://www.nativitypsl.com  
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Blessings to all, 

 Trust everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing summer vacation. With 
the fall season on our door steps, we would like to kick-off  the season with a 
ñPotluck Dinner,ò the theme being a fall menu.  Our ñPotluck Dinnerò will be 
held on Friday, October 7

th,
 2011 at 6:30pm in Wolfe Hall. There will be a sign-

up sheet provided in the Narthex during September to facilitate this process. 

The Social Committee is looking for additional members. If you like planning 
social activities, we would love to have you join our committee. Our meetings takes place on the 
second Sunday of every month following the 10:30 service. 

God Bless, 

Sharlene Figueroa 

 

Recognizing  Three of  Our  

Faithful  Acolytes  

 

 

 

  Tony Figueroa  Max Davis  Wesley Bennett  
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A Few Pictures From Vacation Bible School  

 

  

 

 

  

  

Kids learning a Song to perform at the 10:30AM Kids at work with Ms. Judy Hammatt  

Kids at play  

Nancy Landry & Ms. Coffman at work with Kids  

  

April, Deacon John & Quinn  

Dinner by Ms. Elaine Clem  

The Puppet Show  

The VBS Kitchen Crew  A Grand Closing  

August 1 thru 5 


